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Is your baby brlghte than
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you think?

Researchers are learning more about babies’ perception as
they work away in a laboratory at Egham’s Royal Holloway
campus of the University of London. AMY PATE reports

aniel Roberts is

just seven months

old, but already he

has made his

mark on the world
of science.

The Staines tot has been vis-
iting Royal Holloway,
University of London’s baby
laboratory - an innovative
research facility that aims to
explore how, as babies, we
develop the skills we all use in
daily life.

And before any reader imag-
ines the babies are hooked to
wires and beeping monitors, it
should be made clear that the
scientists disguise the tests they
give to their young subjects as
simple games —~ no machinery
involved.

Dr Jeanne Shinskey, a lecturer
in psychology and founder of
the baby lab, said: “We are
mainly interested in whether
babies realise objects still exist
when they can'’t see them. Some
people say they are born able
to do this, but just can’t show
it.

“It comes back to the
nature vs nurture debate —
are babies born with this
ability or do they learn
it?”

She added:
symbolise
some-
thing e
that is g
not in
front of you
requires major
mental ability for
humans.”

*“To

Simple tests include showing
babies toys and then hiding
them, and seeing at what age
they start to reach for them.

They also carry out the
same tests in the dark — and
have discovered babies do not

develop a fear of the dark until

they are
| think that,
as parents,

we don’t
always test
our children’s
boundaries”

two or three years old.

Dr Shinskey says she believes
babies develop much faster than
is commonly supposed, and they

can grasp the con-
cept that things
can exist out-
side of their
vision as
young as
two or
thir ¢¢
months

old.
Sarah

Hardesty of Victoria Street,
Engleficld Green, took part
when her son Toby, now 10
months, was seven months old.

She said: “I think the tests have
shown babies can do more than
you think they can. I was sur-
prised that he was able to find
toys that had been hidden. I
wouldn’t have thought he was
able to do that.

“It was fascinating. I think
that, as parents, we don't always
test our children’s boundaries.”

Maria Lange, of Blays Lane,
Englefield Green, took her 18-
month-old daughter Chiara to
take part last year.

She said: “I‘ve found it fasci-
nating. The researchers seem to
be challenging current thinking
on the way babies react to the
world around them and with each
other.

“They think babies are more
aware and capable of more things
than people generally believe.”

Dr Shinskey says her research
can be slow and laborious.
“Babies will start crying halfway
m:ough and if that happens, we
can’t use the data.

“Research that my colleag
can do in two weeks wn.h adult
volunteers can take a year”

Luckily, Daniel, who visited
with mum Rachel on Friday, was
a model test
subject.

Rachel, of Rosefield Road,
Staines, said: “He loved it. I
would definitely bring him back
if they want me to.”

I TOYS OF THE TRADE: LEFT,
Dr Jeanne Shinskey with her
‘equipment’ Photo €20320-5

BABY LAB TESTS YOU CAN TRY AT HOME

Royal Holloway’s sug
about the existence

stions for exploring what babies know
hidden objects:
W At the age of about two monihs, hold a rattle or other noise-

making toy just out of mrbaby‘ssigmmseewhséwﬂwymm

their head towards the sound to see what's

causing it
I After about three or four months, see whether your baby follows

I MODEL SUBJECT: Seven-month-old Daniel Reberts enjoyed doing the tests, according to mum Rachel. INSET
Dr Shinskey watches as Rache! Roberts guides Daniel through one of the tests (Photo 20320-2 & photo C20320-1)

Mﬂ'lhseyeaﬂ\epathofataumgwy
= Batween about four to six months, have your baby hold a toy in
mshandandtrmcovuthahandwnhacbth&emmermey
msndropthe(oy,whbhnﬂghts est ‘out of sight is out of mind’
I Between about five to eight mon oevarupatoymlyhah\vay
with a cloth and see whether your

ﬁyoovaﬁn\gsmomandmsofneawmetosaehowmum
needs to be visible in order for them to reach for it. During this

. your baby also start playing
%L—hoo.ﬂe?i{mhahemmsmmm

he uncovers yours

. Between ut seven to 10 months, cover

a toy completely and see whether your ¥ 3
baby reaches for it at all

i Between about nine and 12 months,
put out two cloths next to one
another. Hide a toy repeatedly under
one cloth (location A) so that your
baby successfully finds it there

several times. Then hide it under mﬂnéow Maﬁ
the second cloth (location B) Lange and Chiara ]

Most babies this age will make
the mistake of going back to
location A sven though they just
saw you hide the toy in
location B. This suggests that
babies think the hidden toy’s
existence s linked with only
one specific place

W CLEVER CHAP: LEFT,
Sarah Hardesty with Toby —
she was surprised by how
much he could do
Photo C20320-7

All photos by Bill Beminster
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COMPUTER LESSONS
& PROBLEM SOLVING

Friendly Tuition on your machine or mine.

Beginners, Home and Office. Troubleshooting including
virus work. impartial advice and setting up if buying.
Internet and Broadband setup.

Upgrades and repairs inc butld to order.
Vic - 01932 244604

www.vicdyke.com

Walton-on-Thames

————————

DOUBLE BEDS

Large range of beds and mattresses from stock
Special Offer: Pine drobe, chest and
bedside cupboard only £249 |
BYFLEET BEDS & FURNITURE
W0 High Road, Byflest, Surray KT TRD |
01932 353241

MON-SAT 5-5 W CLATOMER PARKING &




